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READY
FOR
ACTION

Porsche Club GB’s own 1960 356B
is back in action again, after a
restoration that would have been
impossible without enthusiastic help
from a number of UK specialists.
Paul Kelley hands out the
bouquets. Photos by Paul
Grainger and the author
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The team at MaxtedPage & Prill (opposite,
far left) have every
reason to look proud
of their work. The car
is a real gem, says Paul
Kelley. Engine,
gearbox, suspension
and brakes have all
been stripped and
refurbished to
a high standard;
bodywork, too, that
work handled by
Terry Allen of Curves
Bodywork Specialists
in Essex. Finally, take
a bow Blockley Tyre
Company for providing
brand-new rubber (left),
and Club insurance
broker Lockton. Thanks
to the latter we have
fully comprehensive
cover which will allow
suitably qualified
members to drive
the car

M

y previous update on
this iconic car was in
the July 2013 edition
of Porsche Post (below).
Since then a
considerable amount
of work has been
carried out on the vehicle to make it a safe,
reliable and above all thoroughly satisfying
asset for you, Porsche Club GB members,
to enjoy. Our sincere thanks, then, to the
enthusiastic team who between them have
rebuilt the engine, gearbox, suspension, brakes
and running gear to a fantastic standard
– indeed, many who have seen the car
in the flesh say better than new.
The project has been handled by wellknown classic-Porsche specialist Maxted-Page
& Prill (www.maxted-pageandprill.com). Those
involved were Adam Lichtig, Josh Burling,
James Wright, Martin Nichols, Bryn Robinson
and, of course, Andy Prill with support and
understanding from Lee Maxted-Page. I made
several visits to their workshops during the
course of the rebuild, and was impressed not

only by the speed and efficiency of the
restoration but also the obvious dedication of
all concerned. Andy Prill runs a very efficient
organisation, as shown by both the quality and
quantity of exceptional vehicles to be seen in
the workshops at any time. I have personally
covered around 200 miles in the car since the
work was finished, and I can report that it
drives as if it were brand-new. The input
from each and every member of the team
is impossible to quantify, and has certainly
saved the Club a significant amount of money.
Upon closer inspection, it was found that
the underside of the car required quite a lot of
attention, although for a 53-year-old it was still
surprisingly original. This remedial work was
carried out by Terry Allen of Curves Bodywork
Specialists Ltd of Witham, near Braintree in
Essex (01376 585733). Having visited his
workshop during this exercise, too, I can
confirm that a great deal of care and attention
was paid to maintain the car’s authenticity and
quality of finish. Later this year, after the 356
has, I hope, enjoyed much use by Club
members, further remedial work will be
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‘The input from
each and every
member of the team
is impossible to
quantify, and has
certainly saved the
Club a significant
amount of money’

required on certain of the outer panels. To give
you further confidence in Terry Allen’s skills,
he was commissioned to carry out the repairs
on the 550 Spyder owned by Sir Stirling Moss,
with a most impressive result. Again, Terry
has saved the Club a lot of money with his
significant support for this project.
The restoration has required many new
parts. Roger Bray of Roger Bray Restoration
in Devon (www.rogerbrayrestoration.com)
stepped in and offered to supply all of the
necessary items at cost. Mark Sanders, who is
in charge of the parts department down there,
was occasionally put under considerable
pressure to source a number of hard-to-find
components at short notice. I am happy to
report that he survived the ordeal. It should be
noted, by the way, that Roger Bray had been
quite ill during this period, and Mark had to
cope with rather more than the demands of
the Club’s 356. Roger is now making a great
recovery, I am glad to say.
Safety has naturally played a great part in the
restoration plan and the anticipated use by
Club members. We decided that a full set of
seat-belts should be fitted, to enable a family to
use the car – even if passengers in the rear seats
will still have to have rather short legs! Pawel
Podchorodecki of Quickfit Safety Belt Service
in north London (www.quickfitsbs.com) came
to the rescue here, and has very kindly fitted a
full set of belts to modern standards, free of
charge. Having covered another 150 miles using
these belts, I can confirm they suit the car well
and are convenient to use. On visiting the
premises, I was fascinated to see a fantastic
range of belts and fittings for all manner of
classic cars. Pawel also makes and designs
specific installations for customers’
requirements, especially for both historic and
modern Porsches and many other marques.
Our 356 would not get very far without

a suitable set of tyres. Via Andy Prill we were
put in touch with Julian Majzub of the Blockley
Tyre Company in Moreton-in-Marsh
(www.blockleytyre.com), who generously
supplied a full set of the necessary 165-section,
15-inch covers, once again entirely free of
charge. They have a great period look and also
excellent performance – I have used the car in
both wet and dry conditions to great effect.
Julian tells me that, from early 2014, Blockley
will be in a position to supply the early-911
market with period-correct 185/70VR15 tyres.
Like any car the 356 also needs insurance,
of course. Lockton, the Club’s scheme broker
(www.lockton.com), has very kindly agreed
to provide, again free of charge, a fully
comprehensive policy for Club members to
enjoy driving the car, obviously subject to the
normal restrictions – incuding a full and clean
driving licence. Precise details of the various
requirements will be made available to users
at the necessary time. We have also received
a generous donation of £356 from a Club
member, specifically for the restoration of
the 356. This member wishes to remain

anonymous, but naturally we offer him or her
our sincere thanks.
As I am sure you will have gathered from
the above, we are hugely indebted to all of
the suppliers listed for their support of what
is clearly now a very worthwhile Cub asset,
and I would like personally to thank them on
everyone’s behalf. Without this support Porsche
Club GB would have been involved in a much
larger expenditure of members’ funds.
During a recent Club seminar , at Chateau
Impney in Worcestershire, Ken Mack (Regional
Organiser for R27, Ireland) and I offered a
number of ideas as to how the membership will
be able use the car. One of these is what might
be called a grand tour, during which it might
visit as many as possible of the now 30-odd
Porsche Centres around the United Kingdom.
Further updates on this as we have them.
Meanwhile, and as I mentioned last time, any
other ideas for the membership to enjoy our
very special 356 will be greatly appreciated.
You can contact me, Paul Kelley, by telephone
– 020 8940 1338 – or via any Club director. PP

‘Mark Sanders was
occasionally put
under considerable
pressure to source a
number of hard-tofind components at
short notice’
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